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Ity Police Car 



An unmarke d Oakland > do- 
lice car was mown up last 
night by hit-run bombers who 
escaped unseen. 

The car exploded in flames 
and its interior was destroyed. 

According to police, Officers 
Donald B. Burnett and Jeffrey 
t Clague parked on Fruilvale 
Avenue at the corner of E. 
14lh Street about 9:50 p.m. 
and went into Alpine Family 
Billiards, 3136 E. 14lh, on a 
security check. 

They were inside only a few 
minutes. As they emerged 
they heard a muffled explo¬ 
sion and saw their patrol car 
ablaze. Neither man was in¬ 
jured. 

The blast blew out all win¬ 
dows in the vehicle and two 


windows in the billiard parlor, 
scattering broken glass 100 
feet in all directions. 

A squad of some 25 officers 
poured onto the scene and 
scoured the streets for a block 
hunting evidence. 

Among the debris they^ 
found a shattered bottle thaf 
had contained an unknowi 
substance, . and in the back? I 
seat was 4 length of two-ind|[ 
pipe and fci’ads or tacks, leadf 
ing to speculation that the at¬ 
tackers hurled both a fiif 
bomb anij^e bomb. I 
There ware no witnesses. 1 
The cai^Whicli bore no po^ 
lice d^als^ other markings?! 
was a\968V^white Ford se-J 
dan. 
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A Booby 
Trap on 



By HARRY HARRIS 


Thf^^bom^On a bus stop bench 
that exploded and injured six 
Oakland youngsters was a so- 
-pliistlcated device with an un¬ 
common kind of explosive, po¬ 
lice said, and there may be 
more of them around. 

A highly sensitive bomb, it 
went off yesterday when 13- 
year-old Alejandro (Alex) Mor¬ 
ales tugged the contents only 
two or three inches out of the 
unmarked brown envelope. 

The youth’s left hand was 
blown off, his family said, and 
he appears to have been blinded. 
He is in critical condition in 
Alta Bates Hospital. 

P olicy .said the bomb was not 
mistakenly leffon Ihe bench im ^ 
Park Boulevard, but was instead 
“placed in an obvious location” 
w^here it would be noticed by 
curious passersby. 

The explosion hurled metal 
fragments from the device into 
several of the youngsters who 
found it on their way home from 
a movie shortly after/midnight. 
Also seriously injured was David 
Zamora, 16, the nearest to the 
Morales youth wherif he pulled 
an object resemblim a plastic- 
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wrapped bow from the enve¬ 
lope. Zamora suffered eye and 
face injuries and is also at Alta 
Bates Hospital. 

Three other members of the 
Morales family — Francisco, 
12; Rocio, 14 and Alfonso, 16 — 
and Linda Ortega. 14. all re¬ 
ceived numerous cuts from frag¬ 
ments. 

Captain J. K. Stewart, who 
heads the police criminal inves¬ 
tigation division, said this morn¬ 
ing the device was in a plain 
Manila envelope about 10 inches 
by 12 inches. 

“It was a high-order explosive 
device, sophisticated in nature, 
directly designed to injure or- 
kill someone.” Stewart said. 

“While there is only one so 
far. there may be others.” 


telephone number: 273-3426. 
Children should be warned to 
leave such packages or enve¬ 
lopes alone. 

Stewart said the device used 
“an uncommon explosive.” but 
its nature hasn't yet been deter¬ 
mined. 

“We don't know what trig¬ 
gered this one, but it was very 
sensitive. Merely picking it up 
might set it up.” 

Alejandro Morales apparently 
did not pick up the inch-thick 
brown envelope but only pulled 
the contents out two or three 
inches, and it detonated. He was 
reaching over the back of the 
bench, police said, and the bench 
may have absorbed enough of 
the blast to let him .survive. 

The six had attended the show 
at the Parkway Cinema, 1834 
Park Boulevard, which let out 
about 12:20 a.m. One of the 
movies they saw was “A Piece 
of the Action” which has several 
scenes of children finding monev 
in envelopes. 

As the children started walk¬ 
ing home they passed a bus stop 
bench about 50 feet south of the 
theater. The bench is one of two 
that sits in front of a retainidtf 
wall that partially surrounds the 
parking lot of a supermarket on 
the comer of Park Boulevard 
and East 18th Street. 

Sgt. Ed Subica said one youth 
passed the bench before the 
Morales group, saw the envelope" 
but did not touch it. 


any Auspicious pacRage^r env, 
lope to the police at a 24-hoiir 


As his sister. Rocio, told The 

‘money’. That was our first 
thought,” referring to the movie 
they had seen. 

Alfonso, still shaken from 
what had occurred, continued. 
‘*He stuck his fingers in to pull 
out w’hatever was in there and it 
just exploded.” 

Said Rocio. **I just heard it, 
covered my head and ran.” Shei 
ran back into the theater to 
summon help. 

After the children had been 
taken away, officers foundt 
pieces of shrapnel up to 50 feet 
away from the explosion center. 
Pieces of Alejandro’s jacket lay 
scattered about. 

The force of the explosion 
tore pieces out of the wooden 
bench and also twisted the 
structure’s metal brackets. 

A resident who lives two blocks 
away said he heard the explo-j 
Sion and then “just screaming.” I 

All of the youngsters were hit 
by some kind of metal shrapnel, 
but Subica said. “We don’t know 
where it came from, for sure.” 

Officers said they had no mo¬ 
tive or suspects and would not 
comment if the movie had any¬ 
thing to do with the device being 
left where it was. 

“1 don’t think it was a revolu¬ 
tionary thing,” said Subica, “but 
someone who put it there intend¬ 
ed to hurt someone. 

“I just hope this is the last of 
it.” 
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Ttigi) omb,-C m a bus stop bench 
that exploded and injured six 
Oak land youngsters was a so- 
phistieatbd device with an un¬ 
common kind of explosive, po¬ 
lice say, and there might be 
more of them around. 


The highly sensitive bomb, 
left on the bench in an envelope, 
went off early Sunday when Ale¬ 
jandro (Alex) Morales, 13, 
tugged the contents a few inches 
out of the unmarked brown en¬ 
velope. 


Sunday’s expH 
metal fragments ij 
the youngsters wl( 
the envelope on 
from a movie sh<n \ 
night. Besides yfMin 
companion, David | 
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He suffered serious injuries to 
his left hand, both eyes and his 
upper torso and is in critical 
condition in Alta Bates Hospital. 


Police said the bomb was not 
mistakenly left on the bench on 
Park Boulevard but was instead 
“placed in an obvious location” 
where it would be noticed by 
passers-by. 
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Police circulated a special [ 
bulletin yesterday cautioning 
students and others to avoid 
handling any abandoned enve¬ 
lopes or packages of any sort. If 
one is seen, police should be 
called immediately at 273-3426. 


BART officials announced 
they hafVe ipstructed their em¬ 
ployees to be op the lookout for ^ 
envelopes op B^HT premises. 
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.fwaa seriously hdA./He was Move 
to the Mora^ ybuth whcl[hc 
pulled an object rcsemblin a 
plastic-wrapped book fronnfhe 
envelope, and suffered serAus 
eye damage. T 

Three other members of Uie 
Morales family were treated for 
numerous cuts—Francisco, 12; 
Rocio, 14 and Alfonso, 16. A 
friend, Linda Ortega, 14, suf¬ 
fered similar wounds. 

Captain J.K. Stewart, who 
heads the police criminal inves¬ 
tigation division, said the device 
was in a plain manila envelope 
about 10 inches by 12 inches, 
and about an inch thick. 

“It was a high-order explosive 
device, sophisticated in nature, 
directly designed to injure or 
kill someone,” Stewart said. 

“While there is only one so 
far, there may be others,” 


Bombs 

1 i^uspicW^ envelfc 


Several sttspictbv^ envelfces 
were reporu d to police ye|fer- 
day, includ one on a bulfetin 
board of tie Farloi and Recrea¬ 
tion Centat at 1969 Park Blvd., 
one blocktfiiim the^rito of Sun¬ 
day's blan All turned out to be 
harmless. ( 

Stewart ^ id thejjevice made 
use of “•D unc^mon explo¬ 
sive,” the Aciturejof which is not 
yet knowK 

It has 8 hair ftrigger. “We 
don’t know what triggered this 
one,” Stew. rt said, “but it was 
very sensitive. Mterely picking it 
up might si t it off.” 

Alejandn Morales apparently 
did not pic| the envelope up but 
only puUed the contents out two 
or three in lies, and it detonat¬ 
ed. He wa> reaching over the 
back of the bus stop bench, po¬ 
lice said, and the bench may 
have absorbed enough of the 


blast to allow him to survive. 

The six children had attended 
the movie at the Parkway Cine¬ 
ma at 1834 Park Blvd. and 
came out into the street at 12:20 
a.m. One of the pictures they 
saw was “A Piece of the Ac¬ 
tion,” which has several scenes 
in which children find money in 
envelopes. 

They noticed the envelope on 
the bench, about 50 feet south of 
the theater. 

Rocio Morales told The 
Tribune that “Everybody said, 
‘money,’ that was our first 
thought” after seeing the movie. 

Alejandro reached for the en¬ 
velope. 

Alfonso Morales said, “He 
stuck his fingers in to pull out 
whatever was in there and it 
just exploded.” 

Said Rocio, “I just heard it.” 
She ran to the theater to call for 
help. 


I Police found pieces of metal 
as far as 50 feet from the blast 
scene. The force of the explosion 
I tore pieces out of the wooden 
I bench, twisting its metal brack¬ 
ets. 




U.S. tought in ^ 
Envelope ibmb Case 


DEC ,6 19#^^, 

_^kland police nave asked for 
fe3ei»-heipr-«aying they have 
no information that could lead 
them to^tfiC^ person who left an 
envelop^bonnib^n a bus stop 
bench w ftei e it ’^^ploded and in* 
jured six youngsters early Sun 
day. 

“We are very, very alarmed 
about this bombing and we fear 
it may happen again unless we 
get some leads,” said Deputy 
Police Chief Joseph Colletti. 

Police say the explosive de¬ 
vice is of a sophisticated nature, 
and they think that a person 
knowledgeable enough to con¬ 
struct it might well have left it 
on a bench near a theater be¬ 
cause the movie playing thert 
shows children finding envelopes 
^ of money. 

■ If it was such a trap, all the 


^lice can do about it today, 
hey said, is to repeat their 
*^arnings to parents and chil- 
jen to beware of suspicious en- 
flopes and packages, particu- 
Irly in this Christmas season 
Ihen gift packages are every- 
Ihere. People with any doubt 
"bout a package ought to leave 
I alone and call police. 

J Meanwhile, particles of explo- 
■ve residue from Sunday’s 
[)mb have been sent to the 
jreasury Department’s Alcohol, 
lobacco and Firearms Division 
Ifime laboratory in San Fran- 
psco in the hope the material 
an be identified. 


ilcaptain 


J.K. Stewart, Mief of 
he criminal d^isibn of tjfe Oak- 
JInd police mpartmeny thinks 
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Buch bombs are contrived to 
so sensitive that they can ex- 
^[Kle at a touch, police said, and 
ihould be left alone until bomb 
ipecialists arrive. 
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the bomb was “a sophisticate 
I military-type device” because 
j the small amount of explosive 
j was so powerful. 


The most seriously injure 
youngster, Alejandro “Alex’* 
Morales, 13, remained in critic , 
condition at Alta Bates Hospital 
today with injuries to his eyes, 
his left hand and upper torso, t 
His friend David Zamora. 16, 
who suffered eye injuries, was 
released from the hospital yes¬ 
terday afternoon. 

Alejandro was the one who 
reached for the envelope after 
the youngsters, coming from the 
movie “A Piece of the Action” 
at the Parkway Theater on Park 
Boulevard, saw the lO-by-12- 
inch Manila envelope on a bus 
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bench and wondered whether it 
contained money. Alejandro 
pulled the contents —which ap¬ 
peared to resemble a plastic- 
wrapped book— about 3 inches 
out of the envelope and this det- 
jonated the explosive. David Za¬ 
mora was standing near him. 


Standing farther away, but 
also hurt by flying metal frag¬ 
ments, were Rocio Morales, 14, 
Alfonso Morales, 16, FYancisco 
Morales, 12, and Linda Ortega, 
| 14 . 

The bomb, an inch thick in its 
jhrBwn envelope, prompted a po- 
jlice alert yesterday to schools 
land other public facilities here 
Ewaming of suspicious envelopes 
ind packages. BART employees 
have been instructed to watch 
for such envelopes in trains and 
stations. 

Such bombs are contrived to 
he so sensitive that they can ex¬ 
plode at a touch, police said, and 
should be left alone until bomb 
Ipecialists arrive. 
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Descriptions for the drawini; 
were obtained under hypnosi> 


ng of Bi 


^^okland-policc today released 
composite drawings of two men I 
souglUJo(;^)|^ting of aa|pnve-ii 
loped^mb iit a I’ark Boa1e\ ird | 
bu^ BBncir that exploded mo¬ 
ments later, maiming Ifiycar-1 
old Alejandro Morales. 


rom a key wiine®. according to 
lomlcide Lt. Terry Green 


Qrgcii's boss} Capt. James 
Stewart, noted that while both 
men are suspects, they arc also 
^possible witnesses too." 


, The bomb, left at the bus 
bench in the 1800 block of Park 


Haines is well-known locally 
for previous successful use of 
hypnotized witnesses to obtain 
better descriptions of criminal 
suspects. Macris has also helped 
other police departments with 
his composite drawings. 


Morales, who lost his left 
hand in the blast and nearly lost 
his sight, is at home recovering 
from a series of operations. He 
will undergo surgery again later 
this year. The youngster, said 
Stewart, is "doing well.” 


Morales, accompanied by sev¬ 
eral friends and relatives, had 
just left the Parkway Theater, 
when he spotted the envelope at 
the bus bench. He picked it up 
and when he tugged at the con¬ 
tents, it exploded. The blast 
shattered windows nearby and 
injured Morales' companions. 
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^ulcvard Dec. 4, was inside a 
Uiin booklet in an envelope. 
Itewart said today that a feder* 
laboratory study of the rem- 
hants of the bomb show “a high 
brder” of explosive was used. 
The construction of the device, 
police have said, was “sophisti¬ 
cated.** 


■ The two men in the bulletin 
■""issued today were identified in 
great detail. 


The first is 23 to 24 years old, 
about 5 feet 10, 140 to 150 
pounds. He has dark brown hair, 
deep-set eyes and a half-inch cut 
over the left eye that runs into 
the eyebrow. He was dressed in 
a blue denim jacket, dark red 
shirt and dark blue denim trou¬ 


sers. 


His appearance, according to 
the bulletin, “was semi-hippie.** 


The second man, beween 19 
to 21 years of age, is^so 5 feet 
10, weighs about H^pounds and 
has dark eyes, y^rown and 
white-“salt andypepper**—hair 
and a pale comoiexion. He was 
clothed in a “cowboy** length 
dark blue denUh coat, light-col¬ 
ored shirt, tirft denim trousers 
and desert boots 


According to Stewart, the two 
suspects have been seen in the 
orrkiinH Prirlc Roiilevard 


The detaiJW descriptions, ac* 
cording\ to iGreen and Stewart 
were obtamed by Concord Po¬ 
lice Lt. iSry Haines, who hyp- 
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The drawings were made by 
a another specialist, San Jose Po¬ 
lice Officer Thomas Maoris. 


Haines is well-known locally 
for previous successful use of 
h3rpnotized witnesses to obtain 
better descriptions of criminal 
suspects. Maoris has also helped 
other police departments with 
his composite drawings. 


Morales, who lost his left 
hand in the blast and nearly lost 
his sight, is at home recovering 
from a series of operations. He 
will undergo surgery again later 
this year. The youngster, said 
Stewart^ is “doing well.” 


Morales, accompanied by sev¬ 
eral friends and relatives, had 
, just left the Parkway Theater, 
when he spotted the envelope at 
the bus bench. He picked it up 
and when he tugged at the con¬ 
tents, it exploded. The blast 
shattered windows nearby and 
injured Morales’ companions. 

According to Stewart, the two 
suspects have been seen in the 
area around Park Boulevard 

.ami gnat 1ft«h .u 

[ blast. He said some witilSiBl^ 
' reported seeing the men there 
last week. 

The key witnesses, said Stew¬ 
art, “told us that the two men 
looked surprised when he (the 
witness) looked at them as they 
walked from the bench. They 
“ left the area very rapidly when 
they saw him looking at them.” 

Stewart, explaining why the 
two are also possible witnesses, 
said that the bomb was seen at 
the bus bench after the two. who 
had been sitting there, got up 
and walked away.. 

Questioned about the bomb it¬ 
self, Stewart would only reveal 
the fact that a federal lab had 
typed the explosive, adding, “We 
are not at liberty to discuss the 
makeup of the bomb.” 

Police, said Green, have inter¬ 
viewed several hundred people 
during the investigation of the 
bombing. He added that the key 
witness’s descriptions also fol¬ 
lowed those provided by others 
who were near the scene of the 
blast just before the explosion. 
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Two men sought by Oakland- 
police kr'tH&Nplanting onHeiT 
velop^ bom^at a Park Boule¬ 
vard UU;> sl(Jp Dec. 4 were seen 
in the same neighborhood by 
witnesses as recently as last 
week, according to investiga¬ 
tors. 

Alejandro Morales, 13, who 
picked up the envelope on the 
bus stop bench near Park Boule¬ 
vard and East 18th Street, lost 
his left hand in the blast and 
was nearly blinded. 

Police yesterday released 
composite drawings/of the two 
men. and named them as sus¬ 
pects and “possible/witnesses.” 

Homicide lit. fkrryi Green 
said that the two Were seen 

' 4U 


Con tin w 


;e. Col. 4 




...»o 49S ,uoi.adu 

'n! ajo puoaas o sauii^ L ^jn --- - — 

S“°’ wii Bomb Suspects 

Bmm .u,, ,,,ou,o„o -. 0 , 0 ,„6,. -«-- 

^ s.'ssoip a404s-pjjos o/Qf., , 

•ujoji,3^uo44saj,^Dj,\^oJ ^ ^ 

rvijvo iSsue Drawings 


Continued| from 
walkuig a/way 
wherSyth^ had 
ments'^fon 
nearby\movi 
oral compan 
package out 



^age 1 

tte bench, 
‘n s^ted, mo- 
iles, leaving a 
/with sev- 
fed up the 
ty. 

The best de^rintmn furnished 
police was given bf/ an unidenti¬ 
fied man who detailed the ap¬ 
pearance and clothing of the two 
suspects while under hypnosis. 

Concord Police Lt. Larry 
Haines, a specialist in hypnosis, 
was called in by Oakland au¬ 
thorities to help obtain the de¬ 
scriptions. Another specialist, 
San Jose Police Officer Thomas 
Maoris, an artist, made the 
drawings from descriptions pro¬ 
vided by the unnamed witness 
and other witnesses. 

“It was a beautiful descrip- 
tion,’*said Capt. James Stewart, 
chief of the Oakland criminal 
investimtion division, of the 

ontnfn^d frofn tbo 

tized witness. 


have seen the two men in the 
neighborhood during the past 
month. “The last time was seven 
or eight days ago,” added Stew¬ 
art. 

Morales, who is “doing fine 
now.” is recovering at home 
from a series of operations. He 
faces surgery later this year. 
Stewart said that when Morales | 
was shown the composite draw¬ 
ings he had difficulty identifying 
the men because his vision was 
blurred by the blast. 

The bulletin issued yesterday 
by the police included sketches 
of the two men and following 
descriptions: 

The first suspect is 23 to 24 
years old, is about 5 foot 10 
inches, weighs 140 to 150 
pounds. He has dark brown hair, 
deep set eyes and a half inch 
scar above the left eye which 
runs into the eyebrow. He was 
dressed in a blue denim jacket, 
dai^ jred ,^t^4^rk bU 
denim trousers. 


bench and may be able to pro¬ 
vide investigators with informa¬ 
tion of who was there before 
them. 

“This is what makes them 
possible witnesses too,” said 
Stewart. 


The bomb, inside a thin book¬ 
let in an envelope, has been 
called “sophisticated” by inves¬ 
tigators. Yesterday, while re¬ 
leasing the composite drawings, 
Stewart told a press conference 
that “a high order” of explosive 
was used in the bomb. 

Pressed for additional details, 
Stewart said, “We are not at 
liberty to discuss the makeup of 
the bomb.” 

Other witnesses who saw the 
two men during the few mo¬ 
ments before the blast have 
since told investigators that they 


The second suspect, somewhat 
smaller then his companion is 19 
to 21 years old, is 5 foot 10 
inches, weighs 140 pounds and is 
of slender build. His hair is 
brown and white—“salt-and- 
pepper” — and may have been 
dyed. He was clothed in a waist 
length, cowboy-style coat of 
dark blue denim material, light 
colored shirt, tight denim trou¬ 
sers and desert boots. 

Stewart asked that anyone 
having information about the 
two men should call the Police 
Department’s emergency tele¬ 
phone number, 273-3426. 

I The key witness, while under 
'hypnosis, told Haines that when 
he noticed the two men seated 
on the bench and looked at them 
“they looked surprised” and 
walked quickly away. 

Green said the two are sus¬ 
pects because they were the last 
persons near the bench before 
Morales and companions ar¬ 
rived. The bomb was there when 
the two walked away, said 
Green. 

It is also possible that the two 
did not leave the bomb by the 







